78  NEW GOVERNMENT FOE BRITISH EMPIRE
Provincial Irish and Welsh have not forgotten that they are radaSiand conquered countries, annexed to a predominant partner : autonomy. faQ memory of the older and less progressive ntces IB a long one. Ireland and Scotland have lost their own representative systems by compromise or corrupt influence ; in each case for the interest of the governing clique who at the moment usurped sole powers at Westminster. Once more it must be said, no free government can rule a people against its will, no ' democratic ' system can accept the principle of coercion as final. Belief in freedom cannot be reconciled with the tyranny of the many over the few. Once more we must assert that centralism, the fatal legacy of Monarchy to the modern State, cannot satisfy the diverse needs of many peoples gathered under a single sovereign. The very meaning of empire implies not rigid uniformity, but variety of type, freedom of function, autonomy of district. Let those pause and f reflect who deny the right of local debate, and some administrative competence to nationalities other than their own; they are denying, not a system of govern-ment,';but freedom and 'democracy,' which they profess to value. Let those, too, who wish to suspend the franchise of people in favour of * intellectual minorities,' accept their true title as the party of reaction: their policy is a complete negation of liberty in any intelligible form. Nor have those any right to be called advocates ol1 freedom who believe that a majority of whatever kind, in whatever number, by however Blender a margin, may override the few- * Democracy' has seen during the years of its nominal sway, a vast increase in the method and engines of coercion, all at the service of the centralized State. If the word so prostituted can regain any real meaning and value, we must revert to a simpler and better type. Domo-          It is a moot point whether any country has seriously
criicv                                                                               *
hitherto   proposed to put in force that system of government